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Week Commencing: 23rd February 2026

Dear Parents/Carers
We hope you have all had a lovely half term, there is lots going on this term. We are celebrating Chinese New year,  St David’s Day, World Book Day, Red Nose Day, St Patrick’s Day, Mother’s Day and Easter. This half term two new children join Cygnets, Thomas and Reece and, during the course of the term we will be welcoming more new children who will be doing their settling in sessions before they start after the Easter half term.
 On Thursday 5th March the children are invited to come into nursery dressed as a character from their favorite book. Please also provide spare clothes for the children to change into for the garden. School leavers are invited to bring in a book from home to share with their peers (please ensure your child’s name is on it). This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND
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Description automatically generated]On Thursday 19th and Friday 20th March the children are invited to either wear something red or the red nose merchandise which is available from TK Maxx 

[image: Bunny face with solid fill] Easter plate competition
The children are invited to design an Easter plate, we will give each child a paper plate for them to take home to decorate. Each child will receive something for entering and we will have a selection of prizes for the winning entries. 
Please bring in your child’s entry on Monday 23rd  March or Tuesday 24th March. The winners will be judged and announced on Tuesday 24th March by Mrs Debbie.

[image: Toilet with solid fill]	Nappies / Toilet Training
Please only put your child in pull ups if they are toilet training, this is to help them understand the transition at a later date. During the transitional period, it is paramount that each child’s self - esteem and confidence remains high. Children training will be gently encouraged to sit on the toilet/potty every time they are changed, and once they are ready, children will transfer from pull-ups to underwear and be escorted to the toilet regularly.
We ask that your child wears sensible clothing which is easy to take on and off independently, no dungarees, belts or tricky buttons. Children will be reminded to go to the toilet every 20-30 minutes by a member of staff. Accidents will be dealt with sensitively, although children will be encouraged to undress and redress themselves. Staff will be there to offer support and reassurance, and soiled clothing will be bagged up and placed in their bag to be washed at home. 



[image: Fresh Laundry with solid fill]Clothing
We ask that all the children bring in the appropriate clothing for the day along with a full change of clothes, including pants and socks. In the colder months please make sure your child is wearing a vest and not a popper vest as they are unable to undo the poppers independently. We access the outdoor environment all year round no matter what the weather conditions; therefore, it is important that the children have suitable clothing. Shoes with laces are not appropriate as we are trying to teach the children to be independent in their self-care. The children are unable to do their laces up and therefore require help constantly throughout the day.
Please also make sure the children’s boots still fit them as they do have a sneaky growth spurt every now and again. 

[image: Document with solid fill]Accidents and Incidents at Home 
If your child has had an accident at home which has resulted in a bump /cut / bruise / graze / burn etc, please inform the nursery staff. You will be asked to complete an Accident / Incident form stating how the accident occurred, where the accident occurred, who was present, and details of the injury. This will be signed and dated by the parent and the nursery staff member.

Absence / Sickness
It is the nursery policy to encourage and promote good health and hygiene for all the children in our care. This includes monitoring the children for signs and symptoms of communicable diseases such as chickenpox, measles, mumps, rubella, meningitis, hepatitis, diarrhoea, vomiting and fevers of 101ºF/38 ºC or over. Should your child be unwell or sick before the start of the nursery session, we would kindly ask you not to bring your child to nursery. Nursery is an environment for well children, and not suitable for a child who is unwell. If your child is unwell and you have administered medication, for example Calpol at home, we ask parents to keep their child at home until they are well enough to return. 
If your child becomes unwell at nursery we will, with the welfare of the child in mind and, in the interests of the remaining children in the nursery, contact the parent/carer and request that the child be collected as soon as possible. We will endeavour to do all we can to comfort and reassure your child by taking them to a quiet place to rest whilst they are waiting to be collected. Whilst at nursery, if a child’s temperature reaches 38ºC parents/carers will be contacted and asked to collect their child as soon as possible. In the event of us being unable to contact parents, emergency contacts will be called. If a child is unwell at nursery a note will be made in the register as to why they have been sent home. We are aware that if a child has a temperature of over 39ºC there is an increased risk of having a seizure. 
All children should attend the sessions they are booked in for. We are required by Surrey County Council to keep a register of attendance and record every non-attendance. It is the responsibility of the parent/carer to notify the nursery team by phone or text message by 9:00am to let us know the reason for the child’s non-attendance. On a day that your child is absent from the nursery and we do not hear from you by 9:00am we will send a text message, if we do not receive a reply within 30 minutes we will call to make sure everyone is ok. If we cannot get hold of you, we will call the emergency contact on the registration form. 


[image: Alarm clock with solid fill]Late collection
We understand that on the odd occasion you may get stuck in traffic and be running a few minutes late, if this happens please phone the nursery to let us know. The nursery reserve the right to charge for late collections - £5 for the first 1-5 minutes and £1 a minute thereafter.



[image: Handprint with solid fill]Activities
Attached you will find this terms planning sheet with an outline of the activities we will be covering this half term. 

[image: Daily calendar with solid fill]Changes to October Half Term
Surrey County Council is reducing the summer holidays by five days from summer 2027. This change has been introduced to allow for a two week autumn half term from October 2026.
As we are a term time nursery and funded by Surrey, we will follow the Surrey school calendar. This means we will be closed for the full two week autumn half term in October.

Invoices 
Payment is due by Monday 2nd  March. 

This is a gentle reminder that nursery fees must be paid by the due date stated on your invoice. Timely payments ensure we can continue providing high‑quality care, maintain staffing levels, and meet our operational commitments.
Please be aware that any late payments will incur additional charges, in line with our Late Fee Policy.
We appreciate your cooperation in ensuring payments are made promptly. 

[image: Image result for happy easter]Last day of term
Our  last day of term before the Easter break is Thursday 26th March. 


Your continued support is much appreciated.
Kind regards 
Mrs Gelver 


Dates for your diary:
 
Spring term 2026

Spring term 2 - Monday 23rd  February - Thursday 26th March

Easter - Friday 27th March - Friday 10th April

Summer Term 2026

Summer term 1 - Monday 13th April - Thursday 21st May

Bank Holiday - Monday 4th May  

Closed Friday 22nd May - Staff Training 

Half term - Monday 25th May - Friday 29th May

Summer term 2 - Monday 1st June - Thursday 16th July

Shepperton Village Fair -  Saturday 13th June 

Group Photographs - Tuesday 16th June 

School leavers party day - Friday 17th July

Autumn Term 2026

Autumn term 1 - Monday 7th September - Friday 16th October

Half term - Monday 19th October - Friday 30th October

Autumn term 2 - Monday 2nd  November - Friday 18th December


Our term time dates are slightly different to the schools due to the nursery not closing for inset days. Term time dates are set by the maximum number of days that can be claimed through the Surrey Nursery Education Grant. 
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