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The funding is provided to cover the cost of basic education element of the Early Years Foundation Stage it is not intended to cover the cost of our enhanced provision that goes above and beyond the EYFS requirements, other consumables, additional hours or additional services therefore, providers can charge for meals and snacks as part of a funded entitlement place and they can also charge for consumables and for services.  
The government fund the education element only, we think of this as a very basic provision, like supermarket own brand lemonade. We pride ourselves in giving that little bit extra with an enriched curriculum that makes the children’s learning fun, memorable and engaging. Cygnets has always offered over and above the basic with highly quality staff and an enhanced provision, we offer a Champagne service. 

We will provide transparency to parents and an option to “opt out” of additional charges when a child joins Cygnets. For parents wishing to “opt out” children will continue to receive the basic provision that complies with the EYFS.  For parents on Early Years Pupil Premium we ask for a voluntary donation. In order to ensure that no child misses out on enhanced activities parents will be asked in advance to provide any necessary resources or pay an additional fee in order for the child to join in with their peers.
The Early Years Foundation Stage statutory framework outlines the basic standards of learning, development, and care that early years providers must meet. The framework focuses on core educational principles, safeguarding, and welfare, but it does not require nurseries to provide many of the enhanced experiences or consumables that contribute to a richer, high-quality learning environment.
We aim to explain what is included in the government funding and highlight what is included above and beyond the statutory requirements in delivering the EYFS.
The following categories of consumables go beyond the basic EYFS provision:
 • Meals and enhanced food experiences.
 • Art, creative, and sensory materials.
 • Outdoor learning resources.
 • Special events and celebration consumables.
 • Enhanced safety and first aid supplies.
 • Additional learning and educational resources.

These enrichment materials and experiences are essential to delivering a high-quality, well-rounded early years education but are not covered by the government-funded hours. In order to maintain a high standard of provision we ask for a weekly contribution.
The contribution goes towards:-
· Activity related items (Chattering teeth, Slap bands etc)
· Baby wipes
· Birthday Cards / stickers
· Books around the children’s interests
· Caterpillars / butterflies
· Celebrations - Food tasting (Chinese New Year, Pancake Day)
· Certificates
· Christmas treats and Santa presents
· Cooking, baking activities 
· Consumables for themed events
· Educational toys
· Extra gifts we make for parents, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day 
· Easter treats and crafts
· Gardening supplies (flowers, bird feeders, grow bags, cress, gazebos, hats)
· Keeping healthy (egg brushing, chattering teeth)
· Ingredients for making playdough and slime (Flour, salt, oil, food colouring, bicarbonate of soda, shampoo)
· Ice lollies in the summer months
· Leavers Party
· Leavers Gifts 
· Outdoor play and learning materials for example sand (we get through 150 bags a year.
· Specialist learning resources materials
· Snacks/cakes for special occasions - Red Nose Day / Children in Need 
· Sweets
· Stickers as rewards
· Teddy bears picnics
· Themed toys around the children’s interests

This list is not limited too and will be updated when new activities and resources are used.

1.Snack-Related Items
Under the EYFS framework, nurseries are only required to ensure children have access to drinking water, snacks and additional food-related consumables are not required.

✅ Beyond EYFS basic provision:
 • Snacks according to dietary requirements 
 • Baking ingredients (for cooking and baking activities)
 • Zip bags to take baking / biscuits and cakes home
 • Milk and dairy alternatives • Sweets and treats
 • Party food / Celebrations (Christmas, Easter, Chinese New Year, Red Nose Day, 
   Pancake Day, Children in Need)
 • Disposable cups, plates, and cutlery for special occasions 
 • Ice lollies / Ice creams
 
2. Art and Creative Resources
The EYFS framework requires settings to provide opportunities for expressive arts and design, but it does not specify the quantity or variety of creative materials. Many of the following items are considered enrichment resources, beyond the basic requirement:

✅ Beyond EYFS basic provision:
 Extensive variety of art supplies, including:
 • Specialty paper (coloured, tissue, card )
 • Collage materials (magazines, newspapers, natural objects)
 • Sponges and rollers for painting
 • Glitter, sequins, stickers and decorative items
 • Specialty craft items (foam shapes, glitter, pom-poms, pipe cleaners)
 • Googly eyes, feathers, and fabric scraps (enhanced creative play)
3. Outdoor Environment
The EYFS framework encourages outdoor play but does not require an enhanced learning experiences.

✅ Beyond EYFS basic provision:
 • Gardening tools (child-sized trowels, spades, forks, protective gloves)
 • Compost, soil, and seeds (for gardening projects)
 • Flowers, bulbs for planting
 • Outdoor chalk 
 • Sheets and ground sheets for den building
 • Tents
 • Balancing beams
 • Multi Skills

4. Sensory Play Materials
While sensory play is encouraged in the EYFS framework, providing a wide variety of materials goes beyond the minimum requirements.

✅ Beyond EYFS basic provision:
 • Shaving foam or soap foam
 • Cornflour and water (for gloop/slime)
 • Rice, pasta, or lentils (for dry sensory play)
 • Kinetic sand or moon sand
 • Scented oils or herbs (for sensory exploration)
 • Ice cubes or frozen objects (temperature sensory play)
 • Fabric pieces  (for texture exploration)

  5. Learning and Educational Resources
The EYFS framework mandates a focus on learning through play but does not specify the quantity or variety of educational resources required. Providing a wide range of learning materials goes beyond the minimum provision.

✅ Beyond EYFS basic provision:
 • Whiteboard markers and chalkboards (for mark-making variety)
 • Colouring sheets / work sheets
 • Laminating pouches (for creating durable learning resources)
 • Magnifying glasses (for science-based activities)
 • Digital cameras / iPad’s / Bee bots
 • Clipboards / pencils / pens  (for outdoor observational play)
 • Flashcards and cue cards (for literacy or numeracy games)
 • Educational games and task sheets
 • Loose parts (corks, bottle caps, buttons) for heuristic play
 6. First Aid and Safety Supplies
While the EYFS framework requires providers to meet health and safety standards, basic first aid provision is mandatory. However, providing additional medical consumables or enhanced safety measures goes beyond the statutory minimum.

✅ Beyond EYFS basic provision:
 • Instant ice packs (single-use for bumps and bruises)
 • Additional cold compress packs (for non-emergency use)
 • Extra disposable gloves for non-statutory procedures
 • Disposable aprons for vomiting children 
 • Specialist safety equipment (e.g., finger guards)
 • Anthisan cream for stings and nettle rash

6a.Consumables for personal Self – care
 • Nappy sacks
 • Baby wipes
 • Nappies ( when children run out of nappies in their bag)
 • Disposal of used nappies
 • Spare clothes 

7. Special Events and Celebration Consumables
The EYFS framework does not require nurseries to hold seasonal events or celebrations, making any consumables used for these activities over and above the basic requirements.

✅ Beyond EYFS basic provision:
 • Party decorations (balloons, streamers, themed décor)
 • Specialty craft materials (e.g., Christmas, Easter, Mothers day, Father day)
 • Seasonal gifts (Easter and Christmas)
 • Party food and treats
 • Settling in sessions
 • Leavers party
 • Face paint or temporary tattoos
 • Disposable tableware for events
 • Leavers gifts
 • Weekly Stickers 
 • Certificates
 • Birthday card’s
 • Sweets to celebrate children’s personnel achievements for example, staying dry 
   when toilet training
 • Shepperton presession 
 • Stay and play sessions          
This list is not limited to and is subject to change as we change activities over the term.                                            
The voluntary consumables charge is based on the number of hours your child attends

15 hours funding 

15		3 mornings 				£23.00
13.5		2 mornings and 1 afternoon		£23.00
10.5		3 afternoons 				£23.00
16 		2 full days 				£23.00 plus £9.35 private fees

            30 hours funding

19.5 		2 full days and 1 afternoon 		£30
21		2 full days and 1 morning		£32.20
24	            3 full days				£36.70
27.5		3 full days and one afternoon 	£42.00
29		3 full days and one morning		£44.37
32		4 full days 				£46.00 plus £18.50 private fees
37		4 full days and one morning 		£46.00 plus £64.75 private fees
39.5 		5 full days				£46.00 plus £87.90 private fees


Our Funded packages
	

Description
	Up to 15 / 30 Hours 
Funding
Only
	What I would be required to do / provide

	Up to 15 / 30 Hours 
Funding
Enhanced

	What I would be required  to do / provide


	1. Snack-Related Items
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	Provide:- 
Baking ingredients.
Biscuits
Cakes
Container for taking items home
Ice lollies 

All items provided must match those being offered by the setting to avoid upset and unfairness to other children.

Option to pay for resources a week before the activity
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No parent action










	2.  Art and Creative Resources
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	Provide Specialty craft items, children use these on a weekly basis so materials should be bought in on a weekly. 
Provide coloured card for making family birthday cards.

Colouring sheets / Work sheets
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No parent action

	

                Description
	Up to 15 / 30 Hours Funding
    Only
	What I would be required to do / provide

	Up to 15 / 30 Hours Funding
Enhanced

	What I would be required  to do / provide


	3.  Outdoor Environment
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	Pay £3.00 a week for multi skills 
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No parent action

	4.  Sensory Play Materials
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	Provide :-
Shaving foam / Cornflour / food colouring / conditioner
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No parent action

	5. Learning and Educational Resources
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No parent action
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No parent action

	6.   First Aid and Safety Supplies
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No parent action
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No parent action

	6b. Consumables for personal Self – care
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	Provide:- 
Nappy sacks
Baby wipes - for nappy changing

Baby wipes - for cleaning hands after activities / snack and lunch

(Charges will be made in all circumstances where these items are not provided)
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No parent action 

	

                Description
	Up to 15 / 30 Hours Funding
    Only
	What I would be required to do / provide

	Up to 15 / 30 Hours Funding
Enhanced

	What I would be required  to do / provide


	
6b. Consumables for personal Self – care
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	Parents should ensure there are enough changes of clothes in the childs bag. Parent will be called if no clothes available. 
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	Parents should ensure there are enough changes of clothes in the childs bag – clothes will be lent out if not enough clothing  in the bag

	7. Special Events and Celebration /  
    Consumables
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	Provide :- 
Stickers
Certificates
Birthday card

Specialty craft materials (e.g., Christmas, Easter, Mother’s day, Father’s day)

Seasonal gifts, Easter and Christmas

Party food
Sweets

All items provided must match those being offered by the setting to avoid upset and unfairness to other children.
Purchase if wanted:-
Leavers hoodie - £40.00
Leavers bear - £15.00
Leavers party / outing – Pay for leaver and one adult.
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No parent action
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                    Parent Agreement for Voluntary Contributions 



  Child’s Name:- ……………………………………………. 


I understand that my child’s funded hours cover early education only and I have received a breakdown of what the contribution is used for. I also understand that the list is not limited to and will changed regular as new enhanced activities are added. I understand I can opt out and provide the necessary resources or opt in where everything will be supplied by the nursery.

Snack - A daily charge of £1.00 per session

Snack from home

I wish to opt in paying the voluntary contributions -  Up to 15 hours Government funding


Funded sessions up to 15 hours - £23.00 a week

Funded sessions up to 10.5 hours - £23.00 a week

Funded sessions up to 15 hours - £23.00 a week

Funded sessions up to 16 hours - £23 a week  plus 1 hour private fees

I wish to opt in paying the voluntary contributions - Up to 30 hours Government funding


Funded sessions up to 19.5 hours - £30 a week

Funded sessions up to 21 hours - £32.20 a week

Funded sessions up to 24 hours - £36.70 a week

Funded sessions up to 27.5 hours - £42.00 a week

Funded sessions up to 30 hours - £46.00 a week

Funded sessions up to 32 hours - £46 plus £18.50 Private fees a week

Funded sessions up to 37 hours - £46 plus £64.75 Private fees a week

Funded sessions up to 39.5 hours - £46 plus £87.90 Private fees a week
              
            I wish to opt out in paying the voluntary contributions
I understand that in doing so I will have to provide the necessary resources if I wish my child to be included in curriculum extended activities. When my child leaves I will be given the option to purchase a leavers hoodie and bear. My child will also be invited to the school leavers party where I acknowledge that if I wish my child to attend I will have to pay for them and myself.

Parent /Guardian Signature:- ………………………………………        Date:- …………………………………
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